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For a new century and a new generation of readers comes a fully revised and expanded edition of a

classic guide to gay sex, love, and life. Invaluable as a sex guide, a resource on building

self-esteem, and a trusted aid for coming out of the closet, The Joy of Gay Sex covers the ins and

outs of gay life alphabetically from "anus" to "wrestling." Noted psychologist Dr. Charles Silverstein

has collaborated once again with critically acclaimed novelist Felice Picano on this third edition,

updating every single entry and adding nearly thirty new entries. The authors provide positive and

responsible advice on safe sex in all its varieties; on emotional and relationship-oriented issues

such as long-term couples, loneliness, and growing older; and on scores of diverse topics ranging

from spirituality to online dating. With fifty new line drawings by acclaimed illustrator Joseph Phillips,

this landmark reference is a necessary addition to every gay man's bookshelf.
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This is a strange and sometimes repugnant book.Given the title and the picture on the cover, it

would seem obvious that the subject of this book would be sex between human males. While there

is some of that, the book is grossly overburdened with all sorts of other stuff that has next to nothing

to do with sex between human males. How about a chapter on "Insurance and Wills"? Well SURE

that has a lot to do with gay sex, right?! Wrong.The writing of the authors is often arrogant,

authoritative, and even just flat wrong at times. As to the last point, keep in mind that this book's

copyright is 2003. I knew that when I purchased the book, however, given the numerous positive



reviews here on .com, I ignored that fact and wasted my money purchasing the book and polluting

my mind with its contents.Oddly, this book is arranged like an encyclopedia: A to Z. Body Image

before Cruising, Gay Politics before Licking, Shaving before Spirituality. True, those are actual

'chapter' titles.The authors clearly demonstrate their sense of superiority and objective to put down

the reader by using such terms as "insuperable", "locus", "saturnine", "oleaginous". Seriously. I'm

well educated and those are not words I ever hear in conversation or media. To further boost their

egos, the authors will use a silly or childish word instead of the proper word. Case in point: "Comfy"

instead of "comfortable". Not surprisingly, the book overflows with blatant opinions as if the authors

just can't settle for explaining things.As for quality information, there is some here but the book

certainly isn't brimming with it. Here's one mistake: "Saliva also serves as a good lubricant." Oh

really? Compared to what, glue?
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